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JANUARY’S  “ASK THE EXPERTS” QUESTION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have a great suggestion or idea to share with other middle level educators, please submit 
it to the newsletter editor (along with your name, subject/grade level/school name, and school 
system) no later than  January 31st.  The winner will receive a $10 Starbucks gift card. 

 
To view the October winner’s suggestion, go to page 2. 

A Message from the Editor 

WINTER DOLDRUMS 
The winter months cause unplanned disruptions in instruction—oftentimes 
right after a long break in December.  It can be challenging to keep your stu-
dents plugged in and motivated.  What do you do to help your students stay 
motivated and excited about learning? 

The Virginia Middle School Association web page has a new look!  www.vmsa.org 

The Virginia Middle School Association’s goal to modernize its print and digital presence has created an interest-

ing journey for board members and affiliates.  Since 2003, I have seen the VMSA move from a quarterly digest 

magazine to a themed monthly one-sheet resource that arrived promptly in my email.  We truly live in the infor-

mation age! School systems have strengthened their mail filters, and we often find materials we’ve always      

received in the Spam or Junk mailboxes if they have not bounced back to the originator altogether.   
 

To better serve our members we have created social networking connections to VMSA.  Members can visit our 

new website, join us on Facebook, and even follow us on Twitter!  These are exciting times, are they not?  In the 

midst of all the housecleaning, this newsletter needs to transform itself into what members need.  In the next few 

months I will experiment with how best to send the news.   
 

In February I will try a direct email message to you.  Please take a moment to add me to your Contacts list so that 

when I send your news, it has a better chance of getting to you.  So that I am not just sending a link to access the 

VMSA website, I will include a summary of what you can find in that month’s issue.   Your feedback as I fine-

tune delivery of the news will be greatly appreciated! 
 

While we are on the subject of news, please feel free to send any news you would like to share with others.  If you 

did something fun with students, if your school did something amazing, if you are hosting an event that others 

might like to attend, please let us know.  If you have an article to submit or would like to be considered for a regu-

lar column in each issue, please be sure to send your request to me.  I want to make sure that what you receive 

from VMSA is timely and welcome, and with the luxury of digital communication, the news does not come from 

just one person.  I would like to report news from regions, board members, and affiliates.  In addition to that, as 

editor, I would like to collaborate with contributing members in a collaborative effort to make VMSA the com-

monwealth’s “go to” organization for all things middle level. 

      With great respect to members, 

      Liz Phillips, Editor 

Find us on Facebook!        Follow us on Twitter! 

     Virginia Middle School Association (VMSA)    @MiddleVMSA 
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OCTOBER’S “ASK THE EXPERTS” QUESTION WINNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The winner is Lori Carrigan (Sixth Grade Math/Science Teacher, Wallace Middle School, Washington County)!  
Here is her suggestion: 
 
While not a "new" idea, it is a fun way to incorporate writing into the curriculum and have fun doing it.  The  

students should make a travel brochure to advertise an interplanetary trip.  It should include details of each stop, 

including the highlights of each planet.  It should describe moons, comets, and asteroids, the time length of the 

trip, the distance traveled, the cost of the trip, and the various sights along the way.  It should be illustrated     

appropriately, and of course, be grammatically correct.  

 

WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
 

Writing across the curriculum has become a hot topic in many school systems.  
Writing is no longer done primarily in English classes.  What strategies do you use 
to get your students writing in your content area?  How do you motivate students 
to write about their learning? 

There were plenty of door prize winners at the annual conference held in October,.  Here is 

a list of winners.  Thanks to all those who contributed prizes.  If you would like to donate 

door prizes for the 2015 VMSA Annual Conference, please contact your regional director. 
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“A children's story that can only be enjoyed by       

children is not a good children's story in the slightest.” 

That quote by C.S. Lewis cuts to the core of a great 

reading celebration that recently took place across the 

state. Amelia County Middle School participated in 

“Read Aloud to a Child Week”.  This state-wide initia-

tive was created in 2001. The Senate Joint Resolution 

designated the fourth week in October as “Read Aloud 

to a Child Week”, and this year it was celebrated from 

October 19-25. The resolution states, “Reading, the 

foundation of literacy, enables an individual to employ 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills proficient-

ly to obtain employment and function in society, pur-

sue personal goals, and develop his knowledge and 

potential.”  With not only the desire but the charge to 

get students reading and see it modeled by adults, 

Amelia County Middle School faculty and staff strive 

to incorporate reading on a daily basis.   

 

Several teachers in particular at ACMS recognized this 

opportunity and orchestrated a whole week full of          

reading-related events. Jennifer Wells, grade 6 English 

teacher, and Selena Watley, grades 6-8 reading elective 

teacher, invited and organized as many readers as possi-

ble.  The invitations extended ranged from including 

community members to municipal workers, from school 

board and county workers to local news reporters, and 

from mascots to local celebrities. Wells and Watley 

corresponded with the available readers and created a 

schedule for all students in grades 5-8 to take part in 

reading events. ACMS would like to thank and recog-

nize the guest readers and their place of employment in 

alphabetical order: Patty Averett, Senior Landfill     

Inspector and Recycling Coordinator; Emma Barnard, 

ACHS student; Carla Cave, Amelia County Finance 

Director; Laura Coleman, Social Worker and parent; 

Andrew Freiden, Channel 12 News, Robin Gary, ACPS 

employee; Sergeant Eric Gowin, VA State Police;   

William Green, ACHS student; Lee Harrison, Amelia 

Commonwealth’s Attorney; Taylor Harvie, County   

Administrator; Jack McKinnley, ACPS Superintendent; 

Clementine Mitchel,Parks and Recreation coach and 

parent; Kelley Neubert, TTAC employee; Darrell     

Owens, “Mr. Rollback”; Camp Perry, Richmond Flying 

Squirrels; Susan Roberts, Former ACMS Principal;  

Samantha Roberts, Channel 12 News; Todd Spurlock, 

ACPS employee and Parks and Recreation coach; 

Nutzy the Squirrel, Richmond Flying Squirrels; Glen 

Wilkerson, Amelia County School Board Member and 

Parks and Recreation Director; Catherine Wilkerson, 

Amelia County School Board Chair; Mary Alice      

Williams,Bank retiree and pop-up book collector; Dele-

gate Thomas Wright, Virginia House of Delegates; 

Christine Young, TTAC employee.  

 

All of the guest readers brought reading to life as they 

shared a story of their choice. Students heard classic 

stories like, Casey at the Bat, and Cloudy with a Chance 

of Meatballs among some of the titles.  

“Read Aloud Week was really fun.  It gave me a chance 

to meet new people in our community and listen to a 

good story,” says sixth grade student, Loren Cox. 

 

The week went very well, and it was culminated with a 

school-wide opportunity to dress-up like a book charac-

ter.  This event was an engaging way to let students add 

their own flair to the week dedicated to reading and 

beloved characters. Fox in Sox, Peter Pan, and Katniss 

Everdeen were represented, as well as most of the char-

acters of Arthur as enacted by the 7th grade team of 

teachers.  

 

In planning for the future, ACMS certainly plans to host 

the same event next year and hopes that it is something 

all students will look forward to as the tradition grows. 

 

Article by Kelly Trump  

Submitted by Sherry Spurlock 

UPCOMING AMLE WEBINARS FOR EDUCATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS 
 

January 16—”Making Advisory Magic Happen in the Middle Level”  (Ellen D’Amore) 
January 18—”The Young Adolescent Brain & Impact on Teaching and Learning” (Bobb  Darnell) 

February 4—”Effective Classroom Management for the Middle Level” (Charles Beaman) 
February 10—”RAISEup Texas: Proven Success in Transforming Middle School Teaching & Learning”  

(Susan Dawson, Matt Pope) 
February 25—”Creating Student-Led Conferences in the Middle Grades” (Patti Kinney) 

Go to the AMLE website for more information:  www.amle.org 

AMELIA COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOLS IN THE NEWS! 

Read Aloud to a child week 
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Something exciting to try! 
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Virginia PTA and Virginia529 proudly sponsor the 2015 Citizenship Essay Project, with the theme 

"I can positively influence my peers by..." This essay project allows students to express their views 

and opinions on "Character or Citizenship". Virginia PTA and Virginia529 are committed to pro-

moting a sense of citizenship and responsibility in the lives of our children—tomorrow's leaders. 

 

Deadline:  February 1, 2015 - postmarked/time-stamped to District Director 

All Virginia students in grades K – 12 presently enrolled in schools with active PTA/PTSA units in Good Stand-

ing.  For more information, please see your PTA president or go to the official website for this project:  

http://www.vapta.org/resources/for-students/citizenship-essay.html 

VMSA PTA Representative: Debbie Kilpatrick 

News from Virginia pta 

Do you subscribe to the VDOE e-News that is delivered to teacher mailboxes each week?   

Do you need the latest and newest resources sent directly to you so you never have to hunt for 

them?  Here’s a solution!  

 

Subscribe to TeacherDirect! 

www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/

teacher_direct  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERESTING CALENDAR  

OBSERVATIONS 

 

11 Milk Day 

13 Poetry Break Day 

15 Hat Day 

19 Martin Luther King Day 

Popcorn Day 

20  Cheese Day 

23 National Pie Day 

28 National Kazoo Day 

29 National Puzzle Day 

 

Most of these days have website 

resources for your planning   

convenience.  Time to Google! 


